
Famous New Yorkers 
2014-2015 Series 

Teachers’ Guide/Student Worksheets 
 

This guide supports the Famous New 
Yorkers series of profiles.  It offers teachers 
several short answer questions based on the 
content of each profile.  In some cases, 
references to related websites are included 
with additional materials about the person or 
their pursuits.  Lastly, the guide includes two 
or three activities per profile called 
“Newspaper Tie-ins.”  These activities are 
suggestions for how to bring the lessons of 
these historical figures into the present and 
make them relevant to our lives.  These 
lessons were created for students in grades 4-
8 but can be narrowed or expanded to 
accommodate the needs of each instructor’s 
class.  Feel free to modify these activities or 
to create your own. 
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Common Core State Standards Chart 

Lesson 
Anchor 

Standards 
for Reading 

Anchor 
Standards 

for Writing 

Anchor 
Standards 

for 
Speaking 

and 
Listening 

Anchor 
Standards 

for 
Language 

Standards for 
History/Social 

Studies 

Besserer      

Buchanan      

Clum      

Elion      

Funicello      

Green      

Harriman      

Hayes      

Marsh      

Rooney      

Smith      

Vidal      

Warner      

 
This chart can be used as quick reference when a teacher wants to find a lesson and the corresponding 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS).  For more detailed information on the CCSS and the specific 
focus for instruction for each year go online www.engageny.org/common-core-curriculum or 
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Eugenie Besserer 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
aspiring  _______________________________________________________________________________  

conservatory ____________________________________________________________________________  

exhibitions  _____________________________________________________________________________  

grueling  _______________________________________________________________________________  

reputedly  ______________________________________________________________________________  

preservation  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Eugenie Besserer.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Where did Eugenie Besserer tell people she was born?  ____________________________________  

2. What skill was Eugenie taught at the conservatory that she later taught others?  _________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. How old was Besserer when she acted in her first motion picture? What movie? What was her role?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. How did Eugenie get injured during her acting career? ____________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. What role and movie is Eugenie Besserer most remembered for?  Why is this film historic?   ______  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Watertown on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is 

Watertown from your school?  _______________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Related websites and book: www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Eugenie+Besserer - video clips 
The Norwalk Hour, published in Norwalk, Conn. - Jun 29, 1925 – Headline: Paramount Paragraphs - 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1898&dat=19250629&id=Od4gAAAAIBAJ&sjid=9GwFAAA
AIBAJ&pg=5501,5805520  
Before Hollywood: From Shadow Play to the Silver Screen by Paul Clee, Age Range: 9-12, published by Clarion 
Books, Houghton Mifflin Company 
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Using newspaper articles or photos as a source of inspiration create a short skit and act it out – first 
imitating a silent movie and then as a “talkie” motion picture. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Directions: Besserer did her own stunts while acting even breaking a leg once.  Yet, she continued to 
act and didn’t think of her work as the “hardest kind of work.”  Look through recent editions of the 
newspaper for an example of what you think would be the hardest kind of work today.  Explain why.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Look through recent archives of newspapers from the early 1900s and other sources to see what type of 
work Eugenie Besserer might have considered to be the hardest kind of work.  Briefly describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the chart below compare and contrast the two jobs you’ve selected. 
 

Hardest Work Today Similarities Hardest Work Early 1900’s 
   

 
Assessment question: What was the most interesting thing you learned while doing this lesson?  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bessie Buchanan 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

advocate  _______________________________________________________________________________  

delegate  _______________________________________________________________________________  

endorsed _______________________________________________________________________________  

incumbent ______________________________________________________________________________  

legendary  ______________________________________________________________________________  

revered  ________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Bessie Buchanan.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. As a young woman, how did Bessie Allison Buchanan earn a living?  ________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Bessie travel to France? Who did she follow there? ________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What happened to humiliate Mrs. Buchanan and her friend, Josephine Baker? Where were they?  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. What did Bessie Buchanan do to make history in 1954? ___________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. What was the last public office Buchanan held before she retired? ___________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Harlem on a map of New York State.  About how far is it from your school?  ______________  

Related Online News Article: National Edition of The Afro American – newspaper published in Baltimore, MD, 
July 3, 1954 – Headline: Savoy Ballroom Owner's Wife Seeks Assembly Job  
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2211&dat=19540703&id=Jc4mAAAAIBAJ&sjid=kwIGAAAAIBAJ&p
g=4924,7018071  
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Pretend you are a volunteer for one of the local candidates running for office. Create a newspaper 

advertisement urging others to support your candidate over his/her opponents.  
 Look through the local newspaper (in-print or online) for news about local, state or national elections and 

the candidates seeking positions. Use the graphic organizer on the next page to create a candidate profile 
highlighting each candidate’s position on key issues. (Work in small groups with each group profiling a 
different candidate. Share group profiles with the class.)  

 
Assessment question: What one thing about this lesson would you like to know more about?
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PHOTO 

Name  
 

Candidate Profile 

Candidate’s Name:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

Political Party Affiliation:  ______________________________________________________________  

Age: 

Religion: 

Residence: 

 

Family: 

 

Endorsements: 

 

Experience:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Education:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation(s): ________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Qualifications:  _______________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Any other facts cited in newspaper articles, ads, opinion pieces, etc.:  ____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If the election were to take place today, would you vote for this candidate? Why or why not?  



Famous New Yorkers XIII - created by the New York News Publishers Association – Newspaper In Education.  All rights reserved 2014. 

 
7

  

Teacher’s Note: 
Before reading the John Clum’s Famous New Yorkers profile, have your students complete 
the What story is the picture telling? exercise on pages 9 and 10. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John Phillips Clum 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
committee  _____________________________________________________________________________  

factions ________________________________________________________________________________  

folklore  _______________________________________________________________________________  

renegade  ______________________________________________________________________________  

resigned  _______________________________________________________________________________  

seethed  ________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of John Clum.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. John Clum dropped out of Rutgers University because…  

a) he wanted to play football   b) a lack of money c) he failed     d) he wanted to go west 

2. What two things did Clum create to give the Apaches some self-governing controls? ____________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What federal job did John have in the Alaska territory?  ___________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Name at least three jobs John Clum held.   ______________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Claverack on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  How far is Claverack 

from your school?  About how far apart are Claverack and Tombstone, Arizona from each other? ______  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: Lakeland Ledger, published in Lakeland, Florida, March 12, 1975 – 
Headline: The Tombstone Epitaph Succumbs To Economics 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1346&dat=19750312&id=MEdNAAAAIBAJ&sjid=8voDAA
AAIBAJ&pg=5878,3174107   
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Clum served as Mayor of Tombstone for one year.  Look through recent editions of your local newspaper 
for articles about your city or town’s elected officials.  What challenges do they face? Compare and 
contrast these modern struggles with the problems Clum faced in Tombstone. 

 John Clum helped build the legend of Wyatt Earp in his old age.  Some think he may have stretched the 
truth and exaggerated his version of events. Look through the newspaper for a story that interests you. 
Now, rewrite the same story stretching the truth and adding “details” to make it more exciting to read 
about.  As a class discuss why news professionals need to stick to the facts of storytelling. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What story is the picture telling? 
 

PICTURE ONE: 
This is a picture John P. Clum, circa 1916. Photo 
courtesy of The Tombstone Epitaph. 
 
How old do you think he was in this picture? 
 
What type of work do you think he did? 
 
 
Briefly describe the type of life you imagine he 
may have lived: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Based only on this picture, write John P. 
Clum’s obituary in the space below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After you’ve finished writing the life story you imagine for John P. Clum, swap with someone who has 
PICTURE TWO.  Discuss how two pictures of the same person can tell such a different story.  

 
 
Assessment question: Complete this sentence: Today I learned… 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What story is the picture telling? 

 
PICTURE TWO: 
John P. Clum, standing center, pictured 
among Apache Indians, circa 1875. 
 
How old do you think he was in this 
picture? 
 
 
 
What type of work do you think he did? 
 
 
 
Briefly describe the type of life you 
imagine he may have lived: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Based only on this picture, write John P. Clum’s obituary in the space below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After you’ve finished writing the life story you imagine for John P. Clum, swap with someone who has 
PICTURE ONE.  Discuss how two pictures of the same person can tell such a different story. 
 
 
Assessment question: Complete this sentence: Today I learned… 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gertrude Belle Elion 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 
credentials  _____________________________________________________________________________  

leukemia cells  __________________________________________________________________________  

malaria  ________________________________________________________________________________  

meningitis  _____________________________________________________________________________  

remission  ______________________________________________________________________________  

synthetic  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Gertrude Belle Elion.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What inspired Gertrude to work in the medical industry? ___________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. What two jobs did Gertrude do while she was working towards her master’s degree? ____________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Name at least three diseases or conditions doctors can treat using Elion’s drugs?  _______________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. True or false: Elion and Hitchings worked to fight cancer at the cellular level recognizing cancer 

cells developed and grew differently than normal cells.   TRUE  FALSE  

5. About how old was Elion when she and her research partner won the Nobel Prize?  ______________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find New York City on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Related Online News Article: The Spokesman-Review/Spokane Chronicle, published in Spokane, WA – October 
22, 1988 – Headline: How Many Nobel Winners Have We Missed By Stifling Women? 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1314&dat=19881022&id=rFtWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=DvADAAAAIBAJ&
pg=4718,4516570  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Gertrude Elion had a difficult time finding work in her field because she was woman. Look through the 
newspaper (print or online) for articles about the gender gap in employment. 

 Look through recent editions of the newspaper for advancements or improvements in health care. 
Compare and contrast these with Elion’s treatments. 

 Investigate recent scientific and medical developments in the news. Record the various sciences and 
medical advancements you find in the paper in the chart on the next page.  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Scientific/Medical 
Developments 

Brief description  

  

  

  

  

 
How could these scientific or medical advancements change your daily life or the lives of others? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up: Gertrude Elion and her research partner George Hitchings each became medical researchers 
because of the deaths of close relatives. Go to your newspaper’s Obituary section and after reading 
several of them answer this question: What medical disease or condition do you think the surviving 
relatives may be influenced to cure? Why?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: Complete this statement – I still have a question about... 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annette Joanne Funicello 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 
Baby Boom generation  ________________________________________________________________________  

drive-in theaters  _____________________________________________________________________________  

matured ____________________________________________________________________________________    

multiple sclerosis  ____________________________________________________________________________  

revoked  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

slapstick  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of the Annette Funicello.  Then answer the following 
questions. 
 

1. How old was Annette when she was hired for The Mickey Mouse Club? What year was it? _____ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did Funicello sue to have her Disney contract revoked? _____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. True or False, Annette Funicello used to go to the drive-in movies with Frankie Avalon? 

TRUE  FALSE 
4. What product did an adult Funicello promote in TV commercials?  ________________________ 

5. What disease eventually left Annette unable to walk and talk? ____________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Find Utica on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 

your school?   __________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Related Online News Article: The Free Lance-Star published in Fredericksburg, Virginia – May 24, 1994, 
Headline: The favorite ‘mouse’ – an article about Annette’s autobiography. 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1298&dat=19940528&id=9uYyAAAAIBAJ&sjid=uAcGAAAAIBAJ&
pg=4338,5704194 
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Surfing and “surf music” were popular when Annette was making her “Beach Movies.”  Looking through 
newspapers for inspiration, what activity and/or music do you think would inspire a movie series today? 

 Frankie Avalon and Annette Funicello were teen idols for the 1960s.  Look through the newspaper (print 
or online) and other sources for photographs or articles of young people you idolize today.  Compare and 
contrast one or two of the modern idols with Frankie and Annette. Use the chart on the next page to 
organize what you’re writing. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Frankie Avalon and Annette Funicello were teen idols for the 1960s.  Look through the newspaper 
(print or online) and other sources for photographs or articles of young people you idolize today.  Compare and 
contrast one or two of the modern idols with Frankie and Annette. 
 
Annette Funicello & Frankie Avalon                               Modern Teen Idols 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow Up: How are the young stars we idolize similar and/or different from you and your friends?  
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What do you think you’ll remember most about this lesson? Why?
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Seth Green 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 
commercial crop  ________________________________________________________________________  

fish hatchery  ___________________________________________________________________________  

innovated  ______________________________________________________________________________  

preserve  _______________________________________________________________________________  

prosperous  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Western Hemisphere  _____________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Seth Green.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Who taught Seth Green to hunt and fish? _______________________________________________  

2. What business did Mr. Green have before his fish hatcheries? _______________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What type of fish did Seth raise in his first hatchery? What year did he start it? _________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. When Seth Green brought live fish eggs to other States how did he travel with them?  ____________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. About how old was Seth when the NYS Fish Commission was formed? How old was he when he 

died?  ___________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Rochester on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 

your school? ______________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________   

Related Online News Article: Schenectady Gazette – May 8, 1921, Headline: Millions of Young Fish Restock 
New York State Waters 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1917&dat=19210308&id=d_BGAAAAIBAJ&sjid=YekMAA
AAIBAJ&pg=5963,685972  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Look through the newspaper for information about fishing and/or hunting.  How has hunting and 
fishing changed since Seth Green participated in these activities in the mid-1800s? 

 Seth’s observation of salmon spawning started his thinking toward developing a way to improve 
the number of eggs to survive to become adult fish.  Look through the newspaper for a modern 
example of a “problem solver” – someone who developed a way to improve an existing thing or 
processes or developed a completely new invention to solve a problem. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Invention/Development’s Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
Description: What does it do? 
 

Features & benefits: Competition’s features & 
benefits: 

Who would use this? (Describe the ideal customer) 

Why is this solution better? 

How much does it cost? Where can you find/buy it? 

 
In the space below or on another sheet of paper draw a rough layout of what an advertisement for this 
product or service would look like.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up: If you were to solve a current problem what would it be and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What one thing you learned today surprised you? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Edward Henry Harriman 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 
commission  ____________________________________________________________________________  

investment _____________________________________________________________________________  

philanthropist  ___________________________________________________________________________  

robber baron  ___________________________________________________________________________  

stockbroker  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Edward H. Harriman.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Name at least three different jobs E. H. Harriman held during his lifetime. _____________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

2. How old was Harriman when he started working on Wall Street?  ____________________________  

3. How did Edward become a member on the New York Stock Exchange?_______________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. As an older wealthy man Harriman gave back to society.  Name at least one way he helped others. 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Hempstead on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _________________________________________________________________  

 
Related Online News Article: The Pittsburgh Press – September 3, 1911 – Headline: Mrs. E.H. Harriman at 
Sixty: She Directs The Affairs Of An Estate Which, Considered As… 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1144&dat=19110903&id=uhUbAAAAIBAJ&sjid=5EgEAAA
AIBAJ&pg=1242,677286  
 
Related website: Harriman Alaska Expedition 1899 – and a link to the 2001 trip retracing the 
original http://content.lib.washington.edu/harrimanweb/index.html 
  
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Look through the newspaper (print or online) for stories about transportation. Compare and 
contrast today’s transportation to the time of E. H. Harriman. 

 Some people saw E.H. Harriman as an aggressive businessman and “robber baron.” Others 
benefitted from his generous support as a philanthropist. Look through recent editions of the 
newspaper (print or online) for stories showing conflicting opinions about the same person.  
Record what you find in the Character Trait graphic organizer on the next page. 
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Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Character Traits 
Directions: Look through recent editions of the newspaper (print or online) for stories showing 
conflicting opinions about the same person.  Record what you find in the chart below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up:  After completing this activity, do you feel differently about this person than when you first 
started this activity? Why or why not? 
 
 
Assessment question: Complete this sentence – I’m still confused about… 

Quotation or Example: 
 

Quotation or Example: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quotation or Example:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Quotation or Example: 

Person’s name: 

Trait: Trait: 

Trait: Trait: 



Famous New Yorkers XIII - created by the New York News Publishers Association – Newspaper In Education.  All rights reserved 2014. 

 
19

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

George “Gabby” Hayes 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 
icon  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

mannerisms  _________________________________________________________________________________  

personified  _________________________________________________________________________________  

repertory  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

routine  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

vaudeville  __________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of George Hayes.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Why did George Hayes drop out of high school? _____________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Hayes move from New York to California? __________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

3. What movie series first made George Hayes famous? __________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

4. About how old was Hayes when he first developed his western old-timer role? ______________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How did George get the nickname “Gabby”? ________________________________________________  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Wellsville on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 
your school? Using a map of the United States, give the approximate distance between Wellsville and 
Hollywood. 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: Pittsburgh Post Gazette – April 28, 1948, Headline: Gabby Hayes Very Happy 
Being Typed 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1129&dat=19480426&id=JNkNAAAAIBAJ&sjid=Y2oDAAAAIBAJ&
pg=4121,5687046  
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Gabby Hayes was typecast as a western old-timer, sidekick in nearly all of his film roles. Look through 

the newspaper comic section and identify the sidekicks.  Do these characters behave nearly the same way 
in every day’s comic strip? 

 The definition of stereotype is, “A widely held but fixed and oversimplified image or idea of a particular 
type of person or group.” Typecasting could be the result of stereotyping.  Keep this definition in mind as 
you complete the graphic organizer on the following page. 

 

(Lesson extension idea:  Use newspaper archives to explore how stereotypes were portrayed in the past.) 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Select one group that is often stereotyped.  In the first block on the left, briefly describe how 
this group is characterized. Look through editions of the newspaper (in-print and online) for articles, 
images, advertisements, cartoons etc. involving this group.  In the middle column, briefly record how the 
group is treated in each example found.  In the right column indicate if the coverage supports the 
stereotype, goes against the stereotype or is simply a factual account and neutral.  Be sure to support 
your opinion with facts. 
 
Stereotype    Examples in the Newspaper  Support, Oppose, Neutral?  
   

  

  

  

 
 
Follow up:  After completing this activity, do you feel differently about this stereotyped group? Why or 
why not? 
 
How do you think you are stereotyped? 
 
Assessment question: Complete this statement. I think stereotyping is…. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Othniel Charles Marsh 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 
evolution ___________________________________________________________________________________  

expeditions  _________________________________________________________________________________  

natural selection  _____________________________________________________________________________  

paleontology  ________________________________________________________________________________  

sabotaged  __________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Othniel Charles Marsh.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. How did Othniel Marsh finance his education? _______________________________________________  

2. What was the nickname for the competition to find fossils in the U.S. wilderness?  ___________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Name the three species of dinosaurs Marsh discovered that are mentioned in the profile. ______________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

4. What famous western cowboy served as one of Marsh’s guides? _________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Why did Marsh travel with U.S. Cavalry escorts? _____________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Lockport on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from your 

school?  ______________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: Boston Evening Transcript – March 20, 1899, Headline: Prof. Marsh’s Work:  A 
Life and Fortune Devoted To Science 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2249&dat=18990320&id=2gQ0AAAAIBAJ&sjid=FCMIAAA
AIBAJ&pg=6191,2221348 
 
Related Book and websites: Dinosaurs by David Burnie, Ages 9-12, published by Kingfisher, 2012 
Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History (with links to descriptions of the expeditions) 
http://peabody.yale.edu/collections/archives/yale-college-scientific-expedition-1870  
Paper Dinosaurs, 1824-1969: Online exhibit from Linda Hall Library, Kansas City, MO - http://dino.lindahall.org/  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Look through newspapers (print and online) for articles about a current expedition. Who is involved? 
What is the purpose of the trip?  

 Working in small groups, look through newspapers and other sources for news and information about 
paleontology.  Briefly report to the class what each group found. 

 Pretend you are a reporter traveling with the Othniel Charles Marsh during one of his fossil expeditions 
into the western US. Write a brief article about what you experienced during the trip.  Use the next page 
to gather information and organize your thoughts. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Expedition News Report: 
 
Who is traveling with you? 

What have you seen/experienced on this journey? 

When did you leave? When do you expect to arrive back home? 

Where have you been? Where are you going? 

How have you traveled? (Describe transportation, sleeping and eating arrangements and any other 
important details to give your readers the feeling of being there.) 

Why is this trip newsworthy? 

 
Once you’ve answered the above questions including as many details as you could find, write your article on 
a separate piece of paper. Review and revise as necessary. 
 
 
Assessment question: What was the most difficult part of this learning activity? 



Famous New Yorkers XIII - created by the New York News Publishers Association – Newspaper In Education.  All rights reserved 2014. 

 
23

Name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Andrew Aitken Rooney 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
absurdities  _____________________________________________________________________________  

colleagues  _____________________________________________________________________________  

commentary  ____________________________________________________________________________  

correspondents  __________________________________________________________________________  

documentaries  __________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Andrew A. Rooney.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What did young Andy Rooney dream of becoming?  

a) an actor   b) a football player   c) a novelist      d) a reporter    

2. How did Rooney’s reporting career begin?  _____________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What work did Rooney do when he was first working in television?  _________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

4. How many Emmy Awards did Andy Rooney win? _______________________________________  

5. How many years did Rooney contribute “a few minutes” to CBS’s 60 Minutes news program?  ____  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Albany on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 

your school?  _____________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: The Hour, Published in Norwalk, CT – December 19, 2001, Headline: Using your 
name for a public place – column by Andy Rooney 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1916&dat=20011219&id=lg8hAAAAIBAJ&sjid=OHUFAAA
AIBAJ&pg=5256,2669244  
Related Book:  

o The Landry News written by Andrew Clements and illustrated by Brian Selznick and Salvatore Murdocca 
Age Range: 8 – 12, published by Atheneum Books for Young Readers 

 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Andrew A. Rooney was a World War II correspondent.  Pretend you are a reporter traveling with an army 
unit during WWII and using a similar chart as the one on page 20, write a brief article about the life of a 
soldier. 

 Look through recent editions of the newspaper (print and online) for articles or comic strips that find 
humor in everyday life. Compare and contrast what you find with an article or short video of Andy 
Rooney’s work. 

 Working in groups, write and record your own version of “A Few Minutes with Andy Rooney.”  
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Name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An acrostic poem is a poem in which the initial letters of the lines, taken in order, spell a word or phrase.  
Each line should relate back to the central theme.  In honor of Andy Rooney and his ability to “wonder” 
about things write an acrostic poem using WONDER as your theme. 
 

W 
O 
N 
D 
E 
R 
 
 

 

Assessment: Write a sentence or two about something you learned studying about Andrew A. Rooney.  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

James McCune Smith 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
apprentice  _____________________________________________________________________________  

assumptions  ____________________________________________________________________________  

debunked  ______________________________________________________________________________  

eloquence  ______________________________________________________________________________  

phrenology  _____________________________________________________________________________  

theoretically ____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of James McCune Smith.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. How did James McCune Smith first earn money?  ________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Smith go to Scotland for medical school?  _______________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

    
3. Why did a colleague of Smith’s need to present James’ case reports at the New York Medical & 

Surgical Society?  _________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Besides helping medically, how did James McCune Smith serve the black community?  __________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________   

5. Find New York City on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: The Blade, Published in Toledo, OH – June 29, 1968, Headline: Medical, 
Scientific History Made Despite Vast Waste Of Human Talent 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1350&dat=19680629&id=fyZPAAAAIBAJ&sjid=nAEEAAAAIBAJ&p
g=7017,816950  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Look through recent editions of the newspaper (print or online) for news about someone who had to 
overcome obstacles to achieve his or her goal.  Compare and contrast their story with James McCune 
Smith’s life.  

 James McCune Smith worked to end slavery and for racial equality. Look through the newspaper for 
examples of people fighting for the equality of others. What group of people are they working for? How 
and why are they doing it? Compare this modern group with the black Americans during James McCune 
Smith’s lifetime. Use the following page to organize your writing. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Black Americans 1800s Group from Today’s News 

What is the problem? What is the problem? 

Who is trying to help? Who is trying to help? 

How are they trying to help? How are they trying to help? 

Why are they trying to help? Why are they trying to help? 

How are these two groups the same? 

How are they different? 

 
Assessment question: What was the most interesting thing you learned while doing this lesson?  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Gore Vidal 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
aeronautics  _____________________________________________________________________________  

critic  __________________________________________________________________________________  

pagan  _________________________________________________________________________________  

patrician  _______________________________________________________________________________  

provocative  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Gore Vidal.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Who did Vidal gain his “Gore” name from? _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Vidal got the Gore name when he … 

a) was a baby   b) was a teenager   c) started to write      d) none of these  

3. What pen name did Gore Vidal use when he wrote his mystery novels? _______________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Name three occupations Gore Vidal had over his lifetime. __________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

5. True or false: Gore Vidal was a successful writer and politician.          TRUE                FALSE 

6. Find the United States Military Academy at West Point on a map of New York State or use an online 

mapping tool.  About how far is it from your school?  _____________________________________  

 
Related Online News Article: Observer-Reporter, Published in Washington, PA – April 14, 1982, Headline: 
Gore Vidal: Quest for Senate Seat a Long Shot 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2519&dat=19820414&id=xIJiAAAAIBAJ&sjid=gncNAAAAI
BAJ&pg=4042,2342801   
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Gore ran for political office twice, once for a Congressional seat in New York State in 1960 and once for 
a U.S. Senate seat in California in 1982.  Draw a timeline from 1960 to 1982 and insert major events in 
American and world history that would have occurred during that span of time.  Reference archived 
newspapers and other resources to help find significant historical events. 

 Gore Vidal appeared as a cartoon character in an episode of The Simpsons. Select someone famous from 
today’s newspaper and draw them as a cartoon character.  Which newspaper comic strip do you think the 
person you selected would best appear in and why? 

 Gore Vidal was a literary critic.  Now it’s your turn.  Look through newspapers (print or electronic) for 
book reviews.  After reading a book that you find interesting, write a book review for it in the same style.  
Use the graphic organizer on the next page to organize the facts and your thoughts before you write the 
final version. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Book Review Graphic Organizer 
Directions: Fill in the organizer by jotting down the most important information, ideas and scenes that 
you will write about in your book review. These notes do not have to be in complete sentences. 
 
Title  ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Author  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Genre  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Key Elements:  
Setting (Time, Location, etc.)  
 

Main Characters Character Trait 

 
Write a brief summary of the book. Remember you’ll be writing a review for others who have not read 
the book - don’t give away the ending: 
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Writing Your Opinion – Think over the following questions to help form your opinion. 
 1. Strengths and weaknesses of the book – Was it a page-turner? Was it interesting and engaging? 
Was the vocabulary easy or challenging? 
 2. Your personal experience – Could you relate to characters in the story? Have you ever done some 
of the same things or felt some of the same ways that the characters did? 
 3. Your opinion – Did you like the book? Why or why not? What was your favorite part? Were you 
satisfied with the ending or did it leave you unhappy or wanting more?  
 4. Your recommendation – Would you recommend this book and why? What type of reader do you 
think would enjoy this book? What other books are similar to this one and how are they similar? 

Choose 2 or 3 writing options from the list above that you would like to use to form your opinion 
of the book. Write the numbers of your choices in the chart below. Then give details and examples to 
answer the suggested questions. 

 
Option # 
 

Details and Examples that Answer the Suggested Questions 
 

Give the Book a Rating: Circle one of the following. 
 
  – I loved this book.   – This book was okay. 
  – This book was good but not a favorite.  – I did not really like this book.  
 
Assessment question: What was the most challenging part of this activity for you and why? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Glenn Scobey “Pop” Warner 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
evolved  _______________________________________________________________________________  

identified   _____________________________________________________________________________  

innovators  _____________________________________________________________________________  

legendary  ______________________________________________________________________________  

overwhelm  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Glenn “Pop” Warner.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What did Glenn Warner study in college? _______________________________________________  

2. How did Glenn Warner get his nickname and what was it?  _________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Name at least three ways Warner earned a living.  ________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. True or false: Glenn Scobey Warner was famous for coaching young boys (age 14 and younger) how 

to play football.                            TRUE                        FALSE 

5. What offensive football play did Warner invent? _________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

6. What defensive play did Warner develop?  ______________________________________________  

7. Find Springville on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _________________________________________________________________  

 
Related Online News Article: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 15, 1938, Headline: Football Players of Past 
Tougher, Says Pop Warner 
http://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1129&dat=19381215&id=krhRAAAAIBAJ&sjid=a2kDAAA
AIBAJ&pg=3568,5786406  
 
Related Book: (eBook) All about Football for Kids written by Joe Madden, Ages 9-12, Published by 
Shamrock Eden Publishing 
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Pretend you are a reporter during Pop Warner’s early coaching years and write a brief sports report 

of one of Warner’s innovative football moves. 
 Many things about the game of football have changed over time.  One of those changes is in the 

uniforms and personal equipment.  Using evidence from the photos on the next page, newspaper 
archives and other sources compare and contrast football uniforms and personal equipment.  
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Left: 1892 Cornell Varsity 
Football Team – Warner is 
pictured in the middle row 
second in from the right. 
 
Below: Image of modern 
football teams during a game. 

 
Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Follow up: As a class, discuss 
the changes to the football 
uniforms and equipment and 
the reasons for the changes.  
What types of changes do you 
think there may be to football 
in the future? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What were you excited to learn about in this lesson? 
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Series Exercises: 
 

1. Create a timeline of all 13 Famous New Yorkers.  Include important historical events. 

2. Create a crossword puzzle using key vocabulary from each Famous New Yorker profile.  Consider 
using the crossword puzzle student interactive tool available free online at 
www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/crossword/ 

3.  Write an obituary notice for each. 

4. Write a classified ad for each Famous New Yorker.  The classified could be a help wanted ad, an 
item for sale ad, or perhaps a lost and found notice.  Use your imagination and have fun!   

5. Write a journal entry from each personality’s perspective regarding the challenge(s) he/she faced 
during their lifetime. 

6. Using various sources, including the Internet, try to find primary documents relating to each person. 

7. If a Famous New Yorker’s home or residence has been designated as a historical landmark, research 
it online or write a letter to the historical society responsible for maintaining it and request visitor 
information. 

8. Check your library for an autobiography or biography about one of the Famous New Yorkers and 
read an extensive account of his or her life.  Write a book report using appropriate organizational 
strategies and make an oral presentation to the class.   

9. Have the class nominate other Famous New Yorkers not included in this series.  Have the students 
vote to select one individual.  What criteria did the class use for their selection?  Historical 
significance?  A hometown favorite?  Have the class submit their selection to your local newspaper 
or send it directly to the New York News Publishers Association’s NIE Program. 

Mary Miller 
Education Services Director 
New York News Publishers Association 
252 Hudson Avenue 
Albany, NY 12210-1802 
 
or email to: mmiller@nynpa.com 
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Answer Key and Vocabulary Locators: 
Eugenie Besserer:  

1. Paris, France 
2. fencing 
3. She was 42 years old and played Aunt Em in The Wonderful 

Wizard of Oz. 
4. She fell from a horse performing her own stunt. 
5. She played the mother in The Jazz Singer, which was the first 

hit full-length talking movie. 
6.  (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer 

is by using www.mapquest.com or Google maps) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bessie Buchanan:  

1. She was an entertainer. 
2. She performed at the Moulin Rouge. She followed 

Josephine Baker. 
3. Staff at the Stork Club in NYC refused to serve 

them because they were African American. 
4. She became the first black female to be elected to 

the NYS Assembly. 
5. NYS Human Rights Commissioner 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  

an answer is by using www.mapquest.com or 
Google maps) 

 
 
John Clum:  

1. b) a lack of money 
2. He created a tribal police force and court. 
3. He was a postal inspector for the US Postal Service. 
4. Accept any three of the following: weather observer, Indian 

agent, newspaper publisher/owner, mayor, postal inspector 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find an answer 

is by using www.mapquest.com or Google maps). 
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Gertrude Belle Elion: 
1. The death of her grandfather from cancer 
2. She worked as a teacher and part-time lab assistant. 
3. transplant organ rejection, malaria, meningitis, herpes, 

HIV 
4. True  
5. She was about 70 years old 
6.  (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an 

answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps) 

 
 
 
Annette Joanne Funicello:  

1. She was 12 years old 
when she was hired 
by Disney in 1955. 

2. She felt Disney had 
too much control 
over her career. 

3. False 
4. peanut butter 

5. multiple sclerosis (MS) 
6.  (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an 

answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Seth Green:  

1. Seneca hunters and fishermen 
2. He owned a fish market. 
3. He raised brook trout in his first hatchery in 1864. 
4. He traveled by train. 
5. He was 50 when the NYS Fish Commission was 

formed and 71 years old when he died. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  

an answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps)  



Famous New Yorkers XIII - created by the New York News Publishers Association – Newspaper In Education.  All rights reserved 2014. 

 
35

Edward Henry Harriman:  
1. Accept any three of the following answers: iron worker, 

errand boy, pad shover, stockbroker, member of railroad 
board of directors, vice president of railroad, president 
of railroad, railroad owner 

2. 14 years old 
3. He borrowed money from his uncle. 
4. He founded NYC Boys’ Club or he paid for scientists 

and naturalists to go on the Alaska Expedition. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an 

answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps) 

 
 
 
 

George “Gabby” 
Hayes:  

1. to become an 
actor 

2. to act in talking 
movies 

3. Hopalong Cassidy 
4. About 58 years old 
5. from a character he played 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  

an answer is by using www.mapquest.com or 
Google maps) The approximate distance between 
Wellsville and Hollywood is 2,540 miles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Othniel Charles Marsh:  

1. from an inheritance 
2. Bone Rush 
3. Apatosaurus (aka – Brontosaurus), Stegosaurus, 

Triceratops 
4. Buffalo Bill Cody 
5. He needed escorts to travel safely through hostile Indian 

territory. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an 

answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps) 
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Andrew Aitken Rooney:  
1. b) a football player 
2. He wrote a weekly newsletter for his Army regiment 
3. He was a writer for the show, Arthur Godfrey’s Talent 

Scouts 
4. He won three Emmy Awards. 
5. 33 years 
6. (Answers will vary by location – 

a fast way to find  an answer is 
by using www.mapquest.com or 
Google maps 

 
James McCune Smith:  

1. He worked as an apprentice 
blacksmith. 

2. because schools in the US would 
not admit him 

3. because he was not allowed to 
attend and present in person 

4. He worked for racial equality 
and the abolition of slavery 

5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is 
by using www.mapquest.com or Google maps) 

 
Gore Vidal:  

1. He got the name Gore from his grandfather, U. S. 
Senator Thomas P. Gore. 

2. b) was a teenager 
3. Edgar Box 
4. Accept any three of the following: soldier, novelist, 

playwright, literary critic, essayist, actor  
5. False – He was never a successful politician. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an 

answer is by using www.mapquest.com or Google 
maps) 

 
Glenn Scobey “Pop” Warner:  

1. law 
2. He was the oldest player on his 

college football team so the 
younger players called him Pop. 

3. Accept any three of the 
following: ranch hand, tin smith, 
lawyer, football coach 

4. False – He coached college football teams. 
5. single-wing formation 
6. screen pass 
7. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by 

using www.mapquest.com or Google maps) 
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The additional graphic organizers found in the last pages of this guide include: 
 A Study Guide (Bloom’s Taxonomy revised) 
 Levels of Thinking and Reasoning (Bloom’s Taxonomy revised) 
 Venn Diagram 
 KLW Chart 
 Cause and Effect 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Study Guide*  
Working in groups of no more than five, choose and study carefully a newspaper story about your community.  
Answer the questions below based on details from the chosen story. 
 
1.  Remembering (retrieve) 

 Who committed the action?  _________________________________________________________  

 What is the action?  _______________________________________________________________  

 When did the action take place? ______________________________________________________  

 Where did the action take place?  _____________________________________________________  

2.  Understanding (summarize) 

 Retell or give the main idea. _________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

3.  Applying (carry out) 

 Why is (the specific event)____________________________________________ significant? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

4.  Analyzing (compare) 

 How does (the problem in the story) ______________________________________ compare with another 

problem _______________________________________________________________________? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

5.  Evaluating (judge)  

Do you agree with a viewpoint offered by someone in the story or the opinion expressed by the 

person writing the opinion ______________________________________________________? 

What do you think?  _______________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

6.  Creating (plan) 

Devise an action plan to solve the problem and present your plan to a group of students, parents, school 

and/or community officials?  ________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________    

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

(*Bloom’s Taxonomy revised)
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Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Levels of Thinking and Reasoning* 

From your newspaper, choose a story about your community that interests and/or involves you and is likely to 
appeal to other students in your class. Ask a question on each level and have a classmate read the story and 
answer the questions. Also, ask for a critique of the questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow-up: Did the story appeal to your classmate? Did your classmate offer complete answers to the questions?  
Did your classmate recommend any changes to the questions? 
 
 
(*Bloom’s Taxonomy revised)

Headline:  _______________________________________________  
Author: _________________________________________________  
Newspaper: __________________________________Date: _______  

Create 

Evaluate 

Analyze 

Apply 

Understand 

Remember 
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Venn Diagram 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
KLW Chart 
 
Directions: Before you read fill out the KNOW column with what you already know about the topic. As 
you read fill in what you’ve LEARNED in the center column. After you have finished reading fill in the 
WANT column with what you want to know more about. 
 
KNOW LEARN WANT TO KNOW 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cause and Effect 
 
 
 Cause 

Cause 

Cause 

Effect 

Effect 

Effect 


