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Alternate Dispute Resolution
The vast majority of cases – nearly 98 percent – of both criminal and civil, never
go to trial. Instead, the parties of the dispute arrive at an agreement resolving the dispute
before trial. In criminal cases, the agreement is called a plea bargain. In a plea bargain, the
defendant pleads guilty to a lesser charge in return for a lighter sentence. In civil cases the
agreement is called a settlement. In a settlement, the defendant
makes a payment to the plaintiff for dropping the case. Unlike in
Ar-bi-trate - [ahr-bia plea bargain, the defendant does not admit to any wrongdoing.
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Student Assessment:
Complete this statement – I
still have a question about…
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